
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum 
Confirmed Minutes of the 11th Meeting held at 2pm on Thursday 8th October 2020 

Via Lifesize Video Conference

Present
Ian Mabberley (IM) - Chairman
Richard Ball (RB) - Secretary
Pam Bell (PB) 
Philippa Cherryson (PC)
Stuart France (SF)
Debra Hughes (DH)
Ian Jenkins (IJ)
Hywel Morgan (HM)

Denis Murphy (DM)
Dave Sharman (DS)
Paul Sinnadurai (PS)
Toby Veall (TV)

Observers
Lisa Lloyd Rights of Way Assistant BBNPA 
Michael Smith Natural Resources Wales

1. Welcome, Introductions and apologies
IM welcomed members and observers to the online meeting. Apologies were received from Siôn 
James, Josie Pearson, Colin Woodley, Ruth Pickvance, Eifion Jones (BBNPA) and Ruth Rourke 
(Monmouthshire CC).

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 10th Meeting held on 20th February 2020
The minutes were accepted, and the Chairman authorised to sign them as a correct record.

3. Matters arising not otherwise appearing on agenda

 Waterfall Country  
The area has experienced an increased number of visitors since the end of lockdown. A SWOPAG 
Member has been employed to provide staff to assist with practical work and public facing meet and 
greet positions in Honey pot areas such as Waterfalls county.

 Area Statements
MS provided members with an update. This week the first of four peer group meetings has been held; 
peer groups consist of individuals or groups that have shown an interest in the process. 

Data Collection
IJ had contacted Swansea and Cardiff Universities with the proposal, Covid Pandemic had delayed 
further work but hoping to progress with the project. DM suggested IJ contact Dr David Lee at 
University of South Wales as they have ongoing projects with the National Park.

4. ROWIP and Welsh Government funded access projects

EJ provided a written update on the ROWIP projects. Four bridges are to be installed, path surface 
improvements at Llanwenarth, re-surfacing of path at Twmpa and path improvements at Rhiw 
Cwnstab. All projects are ongoing.



Welsh Government funded work is being carried out on Ffwyddog ridge in the Black Mountains, the 
work on Waun Rydd in the Central Beacons will be starting in next couple of weeks.

5. Llyn y Fan Fach access

IM has written to Managing Director of DCWW and he has received a letter from Ian Christie, 
Managing Director of Water Services Capital Delivery and Asset Planning, who has agreed to look  
into the issue and has instructed the head of Estates Team to liaise with the BBNPA and the fish 
farm owners to facilitate access improvements while safeguarding the public and fish farm hatchery.

HM asked for an update on the situation with the planning application for work to the Car park. RB 
advised members that the Planning application had been withdrawn following an objection from the 
Graziers Association. RB suggested that there needs to be a lot more input from DCWW, visitor 
management and facilities need looking at. It was incredibly busy over the summer months with 
camping, fires and the existing car park and verges were all full. 

6. Access Reform Advisory Group (ARAG)

RB provided members with an update from expert group 1 and LL provided members with an 
update from expert group 3. 

IM and John Morgan (Deputy Chair and Chair respectively of the Welsh LAF Chairs) met with Jont 
Bulbeck (NRW) about the role of LAF’s in the ARAG process. Following the request to LAF’s to 
feed in evidence as part of the process, LAF members indicated that they found the wording difficult 
to understand. Jont Bulbeck has agreed that a plain language version of the proposals and documents 
would be made available to LAF’s and time would be given for them to respond before any 
proposals are agreed.

SF suggested that there was confusion between CROW Access land and Urban Commons as they 
form part of two separate Acts and if The ARAG process selects option 1 to remove restrictions of 
schedule 2 of the CROW Act they will have to also revise the Law of Property Act. 

RB assured SF that ARAG are aware of the issues and it is one of the legal questions that is being 
looked at.

SF added for information that Caving was not allowed to be involved in the Access Programme. The 
procedural argument is being heard in the High Court on Tuesday 13th October. Depending on the 
outcome, the issue of whether CROW Act/ Law of Property Act applies to caving will be decided at 
a later hearing.

7. ENRAW
The Canals, Communities and Wellbeing Project would be a partnership project with the BBNPA, 
Powys CC and Wildlife Trusts. It would aim to create opportunities for increased wellbeing for 
individuals and communities along the Monmouthshire & Brecon and Montgomeryshire Canals. The 
project would look to promote Active Travel and connectivity to Settlements and greenspaces along 
the Canal corridors. The Expression of interest was submitted in the Spring and we have now been 
invited to develop a full application. Powys CC will be the lead partner.



8. BBNPA Restructure
PS provided LAF with an update on the Change Programme. The latest version of the Change 
Programme was agreed by the National Park Authority in September. It’s been confirmed that three 
posts are at risk of redundancy. 

PC said that given the National Park had seen an unprecedented number of visitors this summer 
which would probably continue through to next year, it seems incredible that the Authority is losing 
members of staff at a time when they are really needed. 

RB added that when the minutes of the previous LAF meeting went before the PAROW Committee, 
Members had asked for it to be made clear that the Change Programme process is a refocussing of 
the Park Authorities priorities rather than a money saving exercise as was suggested in the LAF 
minutes.

IJ agreed with PC, given Welsh Government’s policy on health and wellbeing and the need to 
consider the recovery from the Covid Pandemic, IJ suggested the LAF could write to Welsh 
Government and BBNPA to highlight the need for resources. Members agreed.

DM added that we are seeing a continued increase in public access which is going to be long term 
with the increase in staycations. This is beneficial to the local economy. WG should appreciate this 
and support the infrastructure in the National Park. It’s very short sighted to be losing staff at this 
time. We want the visitors to come to the National Park but we want it to be managed properly.

PS advised members that he has recommended to the BBNPA internal Policy Forum to find time in 
the agenda to bring to the Authorities attention the recommendations that will be coming out of the 
ARAG as they will be significant in terms of resourcing. 

9. LAF Members Terms of Office
RB advised members that WG have introduced the Countryside LAF Wales Coronavirus regulations 
which allows the appointing authority to appoint members for a nine month period from the end of 
the term of office. Given that Members term of office finishes on November 12th the BBNPA could 
extend the membership until August. All members have agreed to extend. A report will need to go 
to the BBNPA appointments panel to agree.

10. Off road motorbikes – possible changes to regulations
IM provided members some background to the problems faced by the Police when dealing with off 
road motorbikes, especially near County boundaries. Currently Police can issue a section 59 notice 
which means if they are caught a second time in a 12 month period the motor bikes can be seized. 
The Police and Kirsty Williams AM for B&R are looking to send a paper to the Minister to ask for an 
amendment to the regulations which would allow for seizure of the motorbikes on first offence. IM 
asked Members what their feeling was towards this and if the LAF should support.

A number of members considered the S59 notice to be the correct course of action as an initial 
warning before taking action if they are caught a second time. Seizing and crushing vehicle on first 
offence seems a disproportionate response.

11. Access to Grwyney Fawr Reservoir



The LAF have been made aware of a dispute on the access track which is a popular route to the 
reservoir and has been for many years. Lots of complaints have been received after walkers have 
been threatened by a local landowner. The track is partly owned by DCWW, Glanusk Estate and 
NRW. The track is marked as access land but part of the way along the track there is a dwelling and 
the land around the property is excluded land in terms of open access under CROW Act.

The Police are aware of the issue and have provided contact details and ref no. and request that 
incidents be reported. Lee Garrett at Brecon Police Station on 07814 207291 or call 101 with 
reference – MAVIS6273.

12. Bridleway maintenance
HM asked for clarification as to who is responsible for the maintenance of bridleways. RB confirmed 
that the landowner is responsible for furniture and the highway authority is responsible for the 
surface of the right of way. RB asked members to report any issues that they are aware of on rights 
of way and to encourage members of the public to do so. Details should be forwarded to Lisa and 
Eifion to investigate. LL added that a reporting form and mapping is available on the BBNPA website 
and a link to the page will be sent out to LAF Members.

https://rightsofway.beacons-npa.gov.uk/?lng=en

13. Any Other Competent Business
MS advised members that NRW are going through a Forest Plan exercise and in Mid Wales two 
forest planners have been appointed. They will be putting together plans for future planting and 
management of forests for the next 10-30yrs. MS said he would like the Forest Planners to consult 
with the LAF in terms of access and suggested a brief presentation at the next meeting so that they 
could explain the process. 

14. Date of the next meeting:
10th December 2020.

https://rightsofway.beacons-npa.gov.uk/?lng=en

